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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, IS 

SUBJECT: BEGIN MAY HAVE HEART CONDITION 

REF: TEL AVIV 2124 

1 . TODAY'S JERUSALEM POST REPORTS THAT OPPOSITION LEADER 
MENAHEM BEGIN HAD COMPLAINED OF SEVERE CHEST PAINS WHEN 
HE WAS HOSPITALIZED LAST WEEK (REFTEL). THE POST QUOTED 
BEGIN S DOCTOR AS SAYING THAT HE HAD SUFFERED CONTRACTIONS 
OF THE BLOOD VESSELS, BUT "YOU CAN T CALL IT A HEART 
ATTACK." (IN THE PAST FEW DAYS THERE HAVE BEEN RUMORS 
THAT HE HAD SUFFERED A MILD HEART ATTACK). 

2. IN A CONVERSATION TODAY WITH THE CHARGE’, JEWISH 
AGENCY TREASURER ARYE DULZIN, A LEADER OF THE LIBERAL 
FACTION OF THE LIKUD, DESCRIBED BEGIN'S CONDITION AS 
HAVING "SOMETHING TO DO WITH HIS HEART" AND ADMITTED 
THE POSSIBILITY THAT BEGIN MAY HAVE TO POSTPONE 
ACTIVE CAMPAIGNING UNTIL THE LAST TWO WEEKS BEFORE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THE ELECTION. HALF FACETIOUSLY. DULZIN ADDED THAT 
THIS MAY GIVE BEGIN'S CAMPAIGN SPEECHES MORE IMPACT. 

3. COMMENT: BEGIN'S ABSENCE FROM THE HUSTINGS 
COULD DAMAGE THE LIKUD'S CHANCES IN THE ELECTION. AT 
THIS STAGE THERE IS NO ONE TO REPLACE HIM IN THE 

PARTY AND THE LIKUD WITHOUT HIM WOULD APPEAR I .PAPE RL ESS 
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AND ALMOST COLORLESS. ON THE OTHER HAND, BEGIN S 
ILLNESS IS CERTAIN TO REVIVE SPECULATION ABOUT AL- 
TERNATIVE LEADERSHIP FOR THE LIKUD AND ITS POTENTIAL 
COALITION PARTNERS. 

DUNNIGAN 
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